
Cumnor Solar Farm: Project Introduction
Strategic Overview of a Utility-Scale Renewable Energy Initiative

• Project Scope: A 30-hectare solar farm near 
Cumnor, Oxfordshire, developed by Canadian 
Solar Projects Taiwan UK Ltd (CSPTUK).

• Strategic Location: South-facing agricultural 
land ensures optimal solar gain with natural 
visual screening.

• Renewable Energy Commitment: Aligns with 
UK decarbonization goals by contributing clean 
solar power to the local grid.

•Development Timeline: Design finalization 
targeted for 2025, construction anticipated post-
approval in 2026.



Site Characteristics
Land Use, Topography, and Visual Screening

Agricultural Context
30 hectares of non-intensive farmland with solar 

suitability and dual-use potential.

Optimal Solar Exposure
South-facing slope maximizes solar gain, supporting 

energy efficiency.

Natural Screening
Enclosed by vegetation and contours, minimizing 

visual and environmental impact.

Ecological Integration
Planned biodiversity enhancements such as 

wildflower meadows and sheep grazing.



Development Timeline
Key Milestones and Project Phases

• Site Acquisition: Land secured in June 2022, 
initiating early-stage feasibility efforts.

• Studies & Engagement: Environmental 
assessments, stakeholder consultations, and 
engineering design in progress (2023–2024).

•Design & Approvals: Finalization of technical 
design and planning submission targeted for 
Q2–Q3 2025.

• Construction & Commissioning: Build begins 
early 2026, with operational launch expected 
late 2026 (TBC).



Current Development Activities
Feasibility Studies, Design Refinement, and Stakeholder Engagement

Feasibility & Grid Studies
Preliminary evaluations have established the technical 
feasibility of the project, confirming various options for 

integrating with the existing grid infrastructure, which is crucial 
for ensuring energy delivery efficiency and reliability.

Environmental Surveys
Comprehensive assessments are being conducted to evaluate 
ecological impacts, visual aesthetics, and the preservation of 

cultural heritage, ensuring that the project aligns with 
sustainability goals and regulatory requirements.

Stakeholder Engagement
Active dialogues with local communities, regulatory bodies, 

and environmental organizations are underway to foster 
transparency, gather diverse perspectives, and build consensus 

around the project’s benefits and potential concerns.

Design Engineering
The engineering team is meticulously refining the project’s 

design elements, including site layout, access routes, drainage 
systems, and cabling configurations, to optimize operational 

efficiency while adhering to safety and environmental 
standards.



Strategic Objectives
Energy Goals, Grid Contribution, and Sustainability Vision

•Decarbonization Support: Aligns with UK net-
zero strategy by adding clean, utility-scale solar 
energy.

• Local Grid Integration: Direct connection to 
regional electricity network to address growing 
demand.

•Dual Land Use Model: Combines energy 
production with ecological restoration and 
agricultural co-use.

•Non-Ownership Development: CSPTUK 
develops but does not retain operational 
ownership—facilitating investment turnover.



Community & Environmental Impact
Biodiversity, Education, and Local Benefits

• Community Engagement: Opportunities for 
education, public outreach, and local 
consultation initiatives.

• Job Creation: Local employment anticipated 
during construction and site preparation.

• Biodiversity Net Gain: Habitat restoration, 
wildflower planting, and ecological land use 
planning.

• Environmental Safeguards: Sensitive habitats 
avoided; visual buffers retained and enhanced.



Next Steps & Future Outlook
Planning Submission, Construction Launch, and Commissioning

Design Finalization
Technical and environmental designs to be completed 

by mid-2025.

Planning Submission
Formal application scheduled for Q3 2025 with full 

documentation.

Construction Phase
Buildout anticipated in Q1/Q2 2026 following 

planning approval.

Commissioning
Project to become operational by late 2026, subject to 

regulatory and build milestones.
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